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CO0K’S TOUR
, A MYSTERY
EMAINS

No One Knows of Where-
abouts and His Brother

Is Alarmed
SOUNDS GOOD, NOT

Apprehensive Less the Ex-
plorer Mas Been Sand
* Bagged Into Oblivion He
Tells of Missive He Re-
' ceived from Land He
- Knows Not of.

(Special from United Press.) !
New Yok, Dec 2I—Willlam Lo
Cook, Brooklyn milk dealer, thls after-|
noon gave an interview In which he
declared that he belleved some harm
had come to his brother, Dr. Frederick
A Cook, the explorer, and added that
the records passed upon by the Univer-
#ity of Denmark were not the records
Cook ' intended to present to the
to prove his claim that he
discovered the North Pole.
her is strangely missing and
foul play.” sald Cook., “though
I have nothing but conjecture
& ground work for that fear. Last
onday I received a letter from my
-
on.

g5y

b

which was dated 'On Board
He 414 not tell what ship he
The letler was maliled from
port: I do not know where."
asked to show the stamp
untry’'s ldentity might

He sald the stamp
yed and that he him-|
tell from what country

i

t,
this letter,” continued Cook, “my
Ined his plans to me. He
afrald to send his records

by

sending only a few
16 and he did not intend to sub-
them to the unlversity to prove
elaims$. His original documents
the data wpon which he intended
base hizg claims, he“’?lﬂ, ht;hl:s'dl |‘u
possession. According to ~t-
- my brother was to meet Lonadale
‘he reached Copenhagen and was

relleve him of the papers he had.
““My brother was then to go to Co-
himwseif and produce the real
and data befgre the univer-

missed Lonsdale. and the secre-
took the only papersghe had. It
upon these papers. and not upon
the papers my brother intended to pre-
m&r the unfavorable decision was
Teachs -
s ‘brothet was in Europe more
than two weeks aro; that is proven by
. the fact that he malled a letter wh'ch
recelved last Mouday. The fact that
has been missing completely, there-
for two weeks, without writing
me again as he promised, makes me
some harm,. possibly death, has
him."”
was asked if Mrs. Cook was
Cook. as was reported In a
“0Oh, T don't know
snything about her.,” he said.

v

BELGIUM BOWS
TO NEW KING

Albert, Nephew of Leopold,
Ascends the Throne.

aft and Cabinet Attends
Requiem Mass at St. Mat-

- thew's Church, Washing-
ton.

(Special from the United Press.)

Brussels, Dec. 23.—Frince Albert be-
came King Albert today, the oath of
office being administersed in Parlia-
ment Hall in the presence of the min-
istry, the chief officials of Belgium,
lbert’s wife, Princesses Clementine
and Stephanie, daughters of the late
King Leopold and a distinguished
that completely fllled the
inaugural chamber. Many forelgn re-
E'd—;utlv- witnessed the ceremony,

uding United States Minister Lane.

The Belgian ceremony does not In-
<lude a coronation and Albert became
King in fact as In name the moment
the oath of office was administered.
vIn his inaugural speech from the
King Albert took occasion to
the Belgian government and the
King from the world-wide attacks
e upon them for Be'gium's eourse
the Congo. He declared that he
tended to continue “Belgium's pol-
of humanity and justice in the fur-
er colonlization of the Congo. No
mtion s entitled to doubt our good
tentions In the Congo. We have a
t work to perform there and will
wve to it our very best administra-
abllity.”

- Princess Louize, another daughter of
Lseopold, returned to Budapest today.
~ _she announced that preparations for
“the contest of Leopold's will are pro-
gressing favorably.

.~ * Washington, Dec. 23 —Honor was fac-

corded the memory of the iate King
Lecpold of Belgium today by Presi-
dent Taft, several members of the
cabinet and practically the entire dip-

i

| state of Coma

LIVES DESPITE
DEATH REPORT

Assassin’s Dagger May Not
Have Penetrated Vital
Spot

Profligate Statesman Who
Promised Brilliant Future
Expected Fate Which
May Be His—Were Amer-

. ieans Concerned In the
Slaughtering of Portu-

gal’s Sovereigns.

(Special from the United Presa)

Ssoul, Dec. 23.—Y1 Wan Yung, the
Korean premlier who was reported yes-
terday to have died from the stab

wounds infilcted by a would-be as-
sassin LI Tsal Ming.. an Americaniz-
ed Christian Korean, s lying In a

with chances
He is suffer-
in

today,
favoring his recovery.
ing from dangerous knife thrusts
the rizht lung and the abdomen.
Li is still in jall here. He expressed
regret that his attack on the premier
had not proved fatal Further than to
say that Yi's administration was ini-
mical to Korean integrity, he would not
explain the motive of his attack.

Springfield, Mass,, Dec. 23.—Speaking
today of the attempted assassination
of Prime Minister Y1 Wan Yuag of
Korea In Seoul vesterday, Prof. Ho-
mer B. Bulbert of this eity., who was
for many years connected with the
educational department of the Korean
government, and under whom Yi stud-
fed, sald:

“y1 was by far the most brilliant
of the 40 students who constituted the
first class that T taught Like most
young Korean noblemen, he was self-
indu'gent and not amenable to strict
restraint but he was diligent and
purposeful and I forsaw a noble fu-
ture before him. In the early "#s he
ottalned the govermorship of one of
the southern provinces of Korea, and
there he perfected himself in the
worst arts of Korean political and
moral cerruption.

He surrounded himself with dancing
women and made national reputation
for profligacy. It is the common
knowledze and bellef of foreigners In
Korea that it was his willingness to
sell himself to the highest bidder that
led the Japanese to make use of him
in the highest office In the gift of the
Korean government. His life has been
repeatedly threatened nnd st last the
anect has been committed which he him-
self looked forwa (7 Vigd

Calcutta, Dec. 23.—Police today are
investiguting the polsoning of five
membérs of Vicerny Minto's siaff and
nine servants of the Viceroy's houre,
under the bellef that the poison'ng
reeulted from a Terrorist attempt to
%ill the Viceroy. Officlally it is an-
nounced that it is case of ptomaine
poisoning but this is to allay public

fear.
-
Lishon, Dec. ?2—The arrest of sev-
eral p= prominent ln Portusuese

parsons
administrative affairs, on a gharge of
complicity in the assassinati~n of King
Carlos and Crown Prince Lauilz in Feb-
ruary., 1908, is imminent today as =

lutionists who say they organized the
nssassinatlon and name & number of
prominent officlals as thelr accom-
plices.

The three men under arrest say
that they received valuable assistance
from American Anarchists though jJust
what part the Americans played Is not
made known.

LINERS LIMPING
INTO PORT AND
BADLY BATTERED

(8pecial from United Preas))
London, Dec. 23.—The Red Star liner
Friesland which salled from Philadel-
phia for Queenstown and Antwerp on

Dec. 11, and regarding whose safety
fears were entertained here because
the Chicago of the French line which
sailed on the same day had been driv-
en into Queenstown short of coal and
water as the resuit of the terrifec se-
ries of storms that have sweptl the At-
lantic during the last few days, limp-
ed in today with reports of a very
hard passage, A number of her deck
fittings had been swept away although
her caplain declared thal at no time
wos she 1n actual danger.

Not in many years has weather of
such violence been encountered by
ndvigators as Is reported by incoming
shipping. Enormous waves have re-
tarded all vessels and in many cases
oil has had to be resorted to in order
to successfully combat the elements.

The French steamer La Chicazo
limged imo Quecnstown harbor today
with her coal practically exhausted
and short of walter.
agent here by wireless yesterday that
it would be Impossible to make Havre
with the water and coal still on hand
and lighters were in walting when she
reached here.

The London and Northwestern Rall-
way Liner Roess Trever, for whose
\safety grave fears had been entertain-
ed, limped into port today In a bad-
ly battered condition, She had been
blown mlles out of her course, her
deck cargo had been washed away and
all of her passengers were suffering
from scasickness in its most violent
form when the storm abated sufficient-
Iy for her captalr to head her for
port. The commander of the Cunar-
der Campana which came into port
today reports the weather the worst
in his career and experience as a nav-
igator. Passengers were kept below
decks on the trip across and exper)

lomatic corps. at a solmen high mass
of requiem at St. Matthew's church.

The pervice was arranged by Count
De Busseret, Belgian minister.
« Becretary Knox represented the state

Y COTTON AT
HIGHEST PRICE

from United Press.)

Dec. 28.—May Cotton sold

today, establishing the

“;hn the option has= reached

3 "year. Brokers say the 18

cted by James A Pat-
and cotton

enced ocean travellers falled to en.
jo ythe voyage.

KILLED IN PREMATURE

DYNAMITE EXPLOSION,
(8pecial from United Press.)

Arlington, Mass, Dec. 21.—One
man, name unknown, was killed and
several Injured in a premsature dyna-
mite explosion at Arlington Helghts
today. The men were employed by
the J. W. Wilbur Land Company and
were blasting out rock on the land
recently purchased by the company.
The man who wes killed was liter-
ally blown to pleces and some of the
are fthought to have been
futally Injured. The men are known
| to the contractors only by numbers.

| pole.

result of the confesslon of three revo-
spring

She notified the |

BROTHER OF
BRIDGEPORTER
IS LEADER

“LITTLE TIM" SULLIVAN'S MAN-
TLE FALLS UPON FRANCIS
P. BENT.

New Leader <f Greater Now York
City Fathers to Spend Xmas Holi-

day at Reunion of Bent Family in
This City.

Francis P. Bent, chosen yesterday
at the caucus of the Democratic al-
dermen of Greater New York for the
position of vice chairman of the board
of aldermen, succeeding to the post
held so long by “Little Tim"™ Sullivan,
is expected to spend next Sunday with
his brother, Attorney W. W. Bent of
this city, at a reunlon of the Bent
foomily here. Attorney Bent's parents
are expected here from Norwich to
spend Christmas, and the brother re-
cently honored by the New York
Democrats has written that he will
endeavor to reach the city Sunday.

Mr. Bent is now the acknowledged
leader of the Brooklyn Aldermen,

1} 3 ;
P Ol S RRISROS 08 B tlu‘mlet‘:um'u last October, only two months

Democratic organization, and his se-
lection for the vice chatrmanship
places him inim post of great prestige.
Mr. Bent has been in New York in
business for many years. His younger
brother, Attorpey W. W. Bent, has
been practicing law here for a num-
ber of years, and has taken an active
part in the campalgning of the local
Democracy.

BRIDGEPORT GIRL
WEDS RANCH OWNER
FROM FROZEN NORTH

WILL RESIDE ALMOST WITHIN
SHADOW OF NORTII POLE
NEXT SPRING.

I’ell. Enown Nurse Weds Former
Manufacturer of This Clty Who Has
Struck It Rich in Fertile Wheat
Belt of Far Northcast—Starts on
3,000 Mile Trip in March.

Early in March, when the rigors of
winter have somewhat abated, Mise
[da Mae Evans, a well known profes-

narse of this city, «nmo  last
night married Frederick Amold L:l-
ton, will ‘set out from Bridgeport for
a 30600 mile honeymoon to her mnew
home under the shadow of the north
Mr. Bllton, formerly a resident
of this city, ls now a successful ranch
owper and wheat ralser of Calgary,
Alberta, In the Dominion of Canada.
Hls ranch is several miles outside

Calg .\ He has just completed a
fine 2000 home for his bride. Just
now the mercury is hovering In the

vicinity of 30 degrees below zero, and

'with this chill prespect, Mr. and Mrs.

t6 await the

Biiton have deccided
introduced

before the hride |s
to her new surroundings.

Bliton left Bridgeport about a year
ago to join the hundreds of home seek-

lers invading the undeveloped country

of the great northwest. Formerly the
superintendent of the Lillott Peck farm
in Stratford., he had given up outdoor
work to enter the Standard Mfg. Co.,
of which his brother, Clarence E. Bll-
ton, is president. Tiring of indoor em-
ployment. he disposed of his manufac-
turing Interests over a year ago and
soon after, bidding adieu to his bride-
to-be, and promising to return’ for her
within a short time, he set out for
the frozen north.

Fortunate real estate investments
and successful ventures In wheat rais-
ing at once brought him big returns,
he soon became the owner of a larse
and successful ranch and a wheat
ralsing tract. Last week he left his
Canadian home to revisit this city, and
yesterday. taking their only intimate
friends into their confidence, he and
Miss Ewvans left the city at 12:30, They
were married In New York by Rev.
James D. Burrell of "the Collegiate
church. Fifth avenue and 28th street.
Miss Bdith Evans, sister of the bride,
was bridesmald and Mr. Richard Bil-
tbn, brother of the groom, the best
man. They left for a honeymoon In
Montrral and other Canadian eities,
but before they wventure Iato the far
northwest, they will return to Bridge-
port.

Mr. Bilton's ranch ls & milss ecast
of the Rocky Mountains. and from his
home one may see the snow crested
Rockies the entire year. In the ecrisp,
clear atmosphere of Alberta, the moun-
talns seem but a few miles distant.
While it is Intensely cold In winter,
there is little dampneas In the air,
and one may withstand a much sever-
er degroe of cold without =0 much suf-
fering as is experienced further south
Cnlgary is a thriving town of about
12,000 iInhabitants, and growing rapd-
Iy. It |l& on the Canadian Pacilie
road. one of the furthest north towns
in ralircad connection. It supports
gseveral churches and - theatres yet It
is about the furthes: north of all Ca-
nadlan citles to boast of any size,

Mrs. Bilton is the daughter of Mrs.
A. E. Belcher of 1185 Hroad sireet. For
severa! months she has been engag-d
tn New York clity. Her sister, who was
br'desmald. s a stenographer with
Fairchild & Shelton.

BONDSMAN LOIFS $5M.

Judge Ralph Wheeler in the Superior
Court today called the bond of 3500
of John Burresci of Stamford given
by Giovanni Buccuszzl of that town.
Burrescl was charged with belng an
accomrplice In a theft and also with
buying stolen property. The " three
youthful colored boys from Stamford,
who were Egiven sentences (n prison
on Tuesday afiernoon by the court
stole bags of oats from a Etamford
feed store and sold them to Purrescl.
With the arrest of the trio, Burrescl
precurred a bondaman, but later skip-
ped the town.

MRS. MORRISON TMPROVING.
Sclectman Charies B Welles of

Stratford sald this moming that Judge
E. P. Nobbs of the Prohnte court had
granted a stay of execution In his or-

der gmiven n few days ago for the re-
moval of Mrs Amella Morrison of
Stratford tc the asy'um for the In-

sane. Fhe i= now at Lakeview Home.
Ehe is improving satisfactorily and her
husband does not want her taken to
Middler

| Presidential,
'the city by 1.288.

MAYOR REILLY’S .
THIRD VICTORY

|ITS MEANING IS THIS—THE PEO-
I PLE TRUST HIM.

Disappointed Place Scckers In  His
Own Party Tried Hard to Defeat
Him But Without Awvail—His Re-
markable Run Considering Repub-
lican Preponderance of Sentiment.

(Special to the Farmer,

Meriden, Dec. 23 —Although Mavor
Thomas L. Reilly's third successive
election as Mayor of this clty was ac-
complished by a plurality smaller in
‘nmumbers than on the occasion of his
' two former victories, It is rightly held
|that his last was the biggest victory
‘of all because the Republicans have
[been carrying the city at the recent
! elections by phenomenal majorities,
! “8Since the last municipal election the
Republicans have swept the town and
city three times by pluralities averaz-
ing close to 1,200 Two years ago

Mayor Relly recelved 415 plurality. In
the following eclection. the State and
the

In the city election
'one year ago the Republican majori-
ties averaxed 1100, and In the town

ago, that average of 1100 was main-
tained so that it appearesd to many
that the re-electlon of Mayor Rellly
was jndeed doubtful

But the peop'e of Meriden know Tom
Reilly and they have learned to trust
and admire him. There can be no
question that the hundreds of Repub-
licans who supported him d!d so be-
cause they knew he was honest and
capable. He s of the rugged aggres-
sive type and while he has foes within
the ranks of his own party they are
mostly made up of disappointed office
seekers. If he had offices enough at
his disposal to go around his plural-
ity would have been several hundred
more. The fact that he could not give
to every seeker after an office the
place that was sought while it cost
him some votes won for him support
in olher quarters, for the average elec-
tor cares little for the personal squab=
bles which arise because a Mayor re-
fuses to dole out the patronage at the
behest of certain cliques,

Mayor Rellly sought to surround
himself with men of character capable

their stewardship, and while he was
opposed on electlon day by several
prominent workers of his own party,
his success shows that he still reta'ns
the confidence of the people of his
home clty.

Mayor Rellly received 2679 voltes,
his opponent receiving 2515

Cha-les F. Rockwell. the Republican
candidate, was considered one of the
strongest candidates

Mayer by the Republ cans, Mayor
R in a =tat . satds s
“ > all who ed zn bringing

about the victory 1 am deeply gra
ful and feel particularly pleased over
‘the fact that the attempt to make the
yoters b¥ieve that the moral tone of
the city was in danger If we were re-
elected proved [futile. The voters
threw the lying charge back in the
teeth of .the cowardly créew who made

[
|  *It will be. my endeavor to so con-
duct the business of the office to which
1 have been elected for the third time
in such a manner that the citizens of
Meriden will feel that thelr confidence
‘has not been misplaced.”
Mr. Rockwell's Views.

Charles F. Rockwell, the Republi-
can candidate for the mayoralty, sald:
| "1 was falirly beaten and that's all
there is to it

He sent the following message to
Mayor Rellly last night:

“Hon. Thosa. L. Rellly, Meriden,
Conn.:
“Dear Sir: I congratulate you on

your election and extend my best
wishes for & successful administra-
tion.
“Sincerely yours,
“CHAS. F. ROCEWELL."
What Mr. Lines Says About Demo-
cerats’ Victory.

Former Mayor H. Wales Lines who
predicted that the Republican ticket
'would he elected by a large majority,
when Interviewed gave the following
interesting statement as to the re-
sult:

“] regard the re-electlon of Mayor
Reilly as the result of a practical and
effective campalsn commencing about
' December 17, 1507, and not neglected
before & o'clock p. m. December 21,
1908.

“Further it is the approval by the
majority of the cltizens of Meriden of
his four years’ officlal* service and
record, and as such must be highly
gratifying to him.

It is not an unimportant matter
for a Democrat to be three times
elected mayor of Meriden by the
votea of Republicana,

“Mayvor Reilly and his past and fu-
ture administrations are entitied to
fair treatment by and the just judeg-
ment of those who did not favor his
re-election.”

Maynor Rellly is being showered by
congratulations from all parts of the
state. One of the jJirst congratulatory
telegrams to arriveée was Trom Mayvor
Fdward T. Buckingham of Bridge-
| port.
|

SIRE AND SON IN

Former Held for Robbery
Latter for Being Incorri-
gible.

Father and son were in clty court
this morning, the one charged with In-
corrigibliity and the other with theft
from the person. They were Lou's
Potts of 46% Hollister AVenu® nud
Emil aged 13 years,

The father is accused of snatching
a purse from Josle Ostromboskie of
342 Rallroad avenue at the Twonty-five
cent store last night. Hi=s trial win
be held tomorrow in the city court. He
is out on 35200 ball furnished by his
wife. Potts is & hard working man
and his action last night Is a mystery
to those who know.

The boy heas been sleeping In barns
and has been away from home sev-
eral days. His mother sald he had 12
good jobs since June and would not
keep any of them. Judge Carl Fos-
ter warned hbn to behave himself and
put him on probation for 3 months,

CHRISTINA LEIZE ESTATE.

An inventory of the estate df the
Inte Christina Leize of this city re-
turned to the probate court today

shows real cstate valued at §4,000
and personal property valued at
£3,074.19.

L3

Repubiicans carried|

of giving a consclentious account of|

ever named for All

CITY COURT PEN
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ZELAYA HEADS
FORCES FOR
FINAL STAND

His Destruction Believed to
Be Only Matter of
Hours

President a Fugitive at
Head of Disorganized
Army May Flee to Protec-
tion of Mexican Bat |
tleship—Dead Now Num-
ber 1,000—Uncle Sam'’s
Surgeons Doing Meroic
Work for Wounded. \

(By Willlam A. Deverall, Staff Cor-|
respondent of WVnited Press.)
Bluefields, (Vin Wireless to Colon,)
Dec. 23.—QGenerals Chamerro, Mena,
| Fernos, Dinz, Matuty and Pacheo of
the revolutionary army are pursuing
I!hc- remnant of the government army

]

and expect to engage it in battlie at
or near Chile, according to des-
patches recelved here today.

Over 300 wounded soldlers and sev-
eral hundred captives have been
brought to Bluefields. The govern-
ment soldiers are In a bad way physi-
cally. “Those who have arrived here
are ragged, eick and half starved.
The whole army s in the same condi-
tion.

No conflrmation has been received
of the reported capture of General
Gonzales who commanded the gov-
ernment army. The death list in“the
Rama battle will undoubtedly reach
300, two-thirda of whom were gov-
ernment soldiers. Twice this number
were wounded. The total number
of killed since the war began will run
between 8500 and 1,000 and on the
strength of this estimate another ap-
mal will be made to the United
Smteﬁ to intervene “in humanity’'s

‘nl.le.

Major Guerrero, one of the most
fearless men Iin the revolutionary
| ranks, was killed In the second day
jof the Rama battle while attempting
to capture a machine gun battery at
Boca San Carlos.

All sorts of river craft are arriving
from Rama bringing spoils of tLhe
campalgn. Commander Shipley of
the cruiser Des Moines is being prats-
ed on every hand for his prompt
'work in attending to the wounded.
the available surgeons from the
American ships are now at work in|

Amprevised hospitals. The sup-
ply of medical materials Is zbout ex- |
| hausted and rush orders sent to the,
! United Stutes. - l
| Now that the tide of affairs has
| turned, the revolutionists are anxious
to wind up the struggle as soon as
poasible and it s belleved a total
force of 5,000 men will participate in
the march on Managua.

Washlngton, Dec. 23.—The probabil-
ity that the army of Genéral Estrada,
which was victorions In Fastern Nie-
a~agua. will mest with determined re-
sistance on the Paclific side. Is Indicat-
ed In dispatches rece'ved by the S'cte
Department from Viee Consul Caldera
nt anagua. He =avs that more en-|
thusiasm f= manifested In Managua '
for the opponents of Zelayan than here- |
tofore but the control of the army re-|
mains in the hands of the former Pres- |
ident. Madriz proposes to make rad-|
ieal changes In the governmlent. |

No steps have been taken by the
Ftate Department In response to the
appeal of the Ame-icans of Granada,
for protection, but in case they are
attacked or are in Imminent danger,
the marines will be sent to thelr res. |
cue or they may go aboard the war-
ships at Corinto for safety. =

Managua, Dec. 23 —Frichtened by the
reverees suvtained by the government.
army at Bama, former President Zel-
va s contemplatine Immediate flight
from the country. The only thing de-
terring him s the fear of falling into
the hands of the American sallora,

Plans are sald to be under way for
Zelaya's transfer to the Mexican war-
ship General Guerrero which is now in
the harbor at Corinto. It is cons'd-
ered prebable that the American aup-
thorities would not Interfere with him
were he once aboard a forelgm ves-
#el.

The prospect of a revolutionary ad-
vance on Managua has thrown the
eapital Into A fever of excitement. If
the attack which Estrgda threatens
becorres lmminent, it Is belleved that
the ent're city will revoilt.

Madriz is still loyally supported by
the maljority of the people but their
alleciarce Is not such that a threat-
ened attack on the <ty wou'ld not
quickly destrov (. Admiral Kimbhall,
in command of the American warshios
In Nlearaguan waters, has sent word

to Uhited States Viee Consu! Caldera
that the Awer'can =hips will furnish
|a retreat for all Amerfcans who are
afriald to remain in Managua or Cor-

into.

New Orleans, Dec. 22 —A cablegram
from PBluefields todav siyvs a telegram
from the interior jnst recelved declares
| Zelaya is now at the hend of the ad-
ministration forces reireating rom
Fanwa and wi'l personally command
them in the expected battle with the
Estruda army.

¥rs. Harriman's W:alth
Now Put at $220,000,000

New York, Dec. 23 —Althougzh an es-
timate of Edward H, Harriman's es-
tate at the time of his death placed
its value at $145,000,000 It was roported
today in Whall street on rcliable au-
thority that shortly before his death,
Harriman transferred to hls wife and
eldest son securities worth more than
$50,000 000. These securities have ap-
proximated in value since Harriman's

death. Mrs. Harriman's tota! wealth,
in view of this new disclosure, is es-
timated at fully 3220000000,

Three Chanzes in
Cuban Ministry

Havana, Dec. 23.—Three changes in
Cuba's diplonwatic staff weére announc-
ed today Carrera Justiz, minister to
Spaln, will be made secretary of state
and will be succceded at Madrid by
Senor Quesada, former minister to the
United States, Justiz Garcia Veis,
former secretary of stal will be made

minister to Germany.

BRUTAL ATTEMPT TO.
MURDER HIS MOTHER '

Woman of 83 Survived Attack of Ungrateful Son, Who
Treated Her Worse Than If She Were a Dog

The history of crime in Fairfield
count¥ In all Its chapters has often
been beamirched by shocking instances
of a repulsive nature. but none so un-

West Worcester street in a three room
ffat over a grocery and meat stors.
She has been married twice, both of
her husbands being dead, the second
23 years. She has two sons living,

natural in all its phases as that of the|Russell C,, the accused, and Willing=~

attempted matriclde of Russell
Branch of Danbury on the evening of
Oct, 14th,

hushed the life of Rome P. Demery.
Branch tried but did not succeed in
killing his mother, Mrs. Eilzabeth
Branch, aged §3 years, at her little
apartment on West Worcester street
in Danbury. Branch h2d been estranz-
ed from his family berause of his
drinking habits for half a score years,
and had even turned his back on hils
own mother when she approached him
in the street.

On the evening of. the 14th. or the
early morning following. Branch en-
tered the home of his mother and while
she wias alone in bed choked her al-
most into insensibility. Then when
she showed signs of resistance he
struck her a blow on the head which
rendered her unconsclous,
recovered her senses the poor woman
found her own son trying to force car-
bolle ac'd down her throat. With re-
newed life she was able to firmiy set
her jaws and teeth, preventing him
from carrylng out his dastardly act.

At thdt her lips, nose and cheeks
were terribly burned, so much so that
she again lapeed into unconsciousness,
not coming to til 9 o'clock the next
morning. Fhe had recognized her own
offapring by the rays of light which
fell on his face, from the lamp which
she always left lighted In her room.

Brench was this morning placed on
trial for assault with Intent to murder,
in the Superior court. but pleaded not
gullty. His trial then began. follow-
ing the summeoning of the jury,

The first witness called was Dr. Ed-
ward H. Stratton, medical examiner
for Danbury. The physician stated
that on Monday morning, Oct. 18th, he
was called into the office of Prosecut-
Ing Attorney J. Moss Ives to examine
Mrs. Branch. He found that her lips,
chin, cheeks and nose were covered
with a mass of scabs, caused by some
caustic liquod applled at least three or
four days previously. Cartrolic acld,
he stated. was a causlic matter.

Mrs. Branch, the vietim was the
next witness called. She had to be
essisted to the witness box by the
court attendants. She wore a wid-
ow's bonnet, below which waved
tresses of pure white hair. She show-
ed a set of excellent teeth, which she
Inter stated were her own, her eoyes
were excedingly bright, but the lines
on her face clearly denoted her ad-
vanced yrars. Her answers were
snappy and In a olear volce. but she
complained of being hard of hearing,
the attorneys having to ask her ques-
tions in a loud tone. She possesses
a remarkable memory, naming dates
and places, almost before the ques-
tions put to her have been spoken.

Mrs. Branch stated that she would
ta 83 venrs of age on the Bth of
March, 1810. She now resides on

i
|

| 1
When she | e

c.|ton A, a resident of Brewsters, N.Y.

Russell’ was the younger of the two,
the other being married. Up to ten

the same evening that Na- [years aro she lived with Russell in
poleon Bissonnette fired the shot which | Danbury, but they could not

seem to

get along. Since that time she has
earned a living by nursing, and by
help from her sisters and married

son. Russell never contributed to her
support in the last ten vears.

“He is very intemperate,” said Mrs.
Branch. “He can take an awful lot
of liquor without showing it His
conduct toward her in her feebled
condition was anvthing but pleasant,
she said. “I ecolld sit down to the
table to eat if there was anything left
to eat after he got through his meals,
I eould have It Mre Branch said
she carried many black marks, from
blows which her son had given her.
She was foreed to leave him, after he
had kicked her In the - ankle. for
which she was oblized to seek medi-
treatment. Since that time ten
years ago she has tried to Hve with
him twice. The first time lasted for
about two months, but the Intter only
went for two weeks During the last
20 years she has received ald from
her sisters. A sister in New York
state always sends her $10 monthly
two other sisters contribute to hé
support occasionally, while her mar-
ried son sends her provisions.
'l;;nrﬂ:tf;:g to the occurrences on the
n of the assault,

D o A e Mrs. Branch sald,
when I felt something grasp me b
the throat. T tried to .c-Zm. 'bu{
could not. Then I felt & biow on the

forehead and a cloth was drawn over '

my face. Then I lapsed into unoon-
scionsness. When T came to, I recng-
nized my son. Russell., 1 alwayy ha
a lighted lamp burning in my

The ravs from the lamp feli

on his face. He had one knee in " v

pil of my stomach. his hasd club
throat, while In the other ha
(Continued on Pare 2.)

my

‘Hartford Crooks May

Be Men Who Looted
Maplewood Ave. Home

it i= bhelieved that the men "
rohbed the home of Mrs. Michael
Carrell of 204 Maplewood avenue, Tues
day afternoon are now in the hen
of the Hartford police. The men
their names as Fred Lew!s and W
linm Levee. They were arvested In
Crpltol clty Tuesday - ml
them were found the muﬂ .
from the Clark home. ;

One of the local detectives l=ft thl
city today for Hartford to 'denti’y thd
stolen artlcles. Levee tried to shoot
Detective Frank Sentoro who captur-
a1 +the twn_men. He is said to be a
vietim of the drus habit. These men
have been working in Hartford for

UNCLASSIFIED

several days.

ROOFING FOR EALE at cost, goinz
out of business, also tar heaters.
46 Elm St T 23 a%p

JUST RECEIVED—A Ilarge shipment
of English and German canaries
Make him or her a present of one.
Courtney, 116 Wall St., upstairs.
Open evenings. a*

LOOKING FOR COOK? why,. the man
is gone back for his hat. and Copen-
ha~en, or the scionfific school of
children are awful sad, but not at
that. Nevertheless Mr. Posner of
New York coaanues his excelleni
exhibition of Pons exercisers, at
O'Nelll's. a*

FOUND.—One automobile tire. Owner
can have same by paying charges
and proving  property. Michael
Kozma, 413 Spruce St TABs®*o

SOUVENIRS given away to patrons on
Thursday and Friday at Jim Sta-
pleton’s cafe, Main and Congress
streels, T 22 b *po

FOR SALE.—On account of other bus-

iness, small lunch room in Stamford,

Conn.; best location. Inquire F. A.

L., 37 Atlantic St., Stamford, Conn.
TI2s"po

FOR RENT.—4 rooms, No. 44 Eim St.
wW. H. Harty, Room No, 307 New-
field RPullding. T#H u®o

70 RENT.—Furnished front room to

one or two gentlemen. Light, heat
and use of phone. 300 John St

TZ2IL a0

FOR SALE.—Upright piano §125.

wonderful bargain., The M. Steinert
& Sons Co., 215 Main street.
T2l » *

SALE.—One extra fine Pianola,
with Bench and
Muslc. FEasy payments if desired.
The M. Steinert & Sons Co., 3156
Main street « T2l u*

FO™
mahoguny case,

FOR SALE. —V'olin, ee'los, violos bass
Prices from $§5 up Sold on

violos,

easy payments, Instruments taken
in exchange. Fotch Plano Co,, S#H
Notla Ave. TIi0t*o

FOR SALE.—Only one more square
piano at $10. Organ at §8. DMast
be =old to me'%e room for uprizht

Steinert & Sons Co.,

T2l u*

planos. The 2.,
915 Main street.

FARTY with $1,000.00 can obtain in-
terest in n New FHaven company
doing splendid mail order business
Big dividend payer. P.O. Box 1362,
New Haven, Conn. T 21 d*po

ONE BEAUTIFUL walnut upright

AUCTION SALE TONIGHT, 604 East
Main street. Jewelry, cutlery, lace
curtalns, boys' clothing, antigues,
&c. Danlel P. Keahe, auctioneer.
“We buy everything. —Postal. .

a*p

WANTED.—Housekeeper by widower
with  lour children, none of who
are troublesome. Comfortable hom

and reasonable wages for righi'
party. Address “Home,” Farmer
Office. at

AUTO PAINTING — Pratt, Stratf
Ave., Stratford. ~ ord
HZTAaA*642p o0

WANTED.—A first class machinist
oneé who understands corset ma-
chines. Birdsey Somers Co.

T186s*" 24 6

— |CHRISTMAS GIFTS at reasonable
prices. J. N. McNamara. dru
$23 East Main St. T r*o

FOR SALE.—Square plano $10. tuned
and moved free. Violin $5, cost $12
Cello 315. F. Fotch Plano Co.. S¢d
Noble Ave. Tiot*o

CLEAN CINDERS WANTED for fiill
on west approach Congress St
bridge. Snare & Triest Co.

T 21 s >0

FOR SALE.—Fisher, Behning. Gablar
and Mathusheck Upright Pianos for
sale cheap. Dial & Lee Music Co,

84 Cannon St TI1s " tf o
CONETIPATED ? Billous ? Sick

Headache? " Casca Laxine Tablets

knock them all. = TE"o

TO RENT.—Apartmenta at 302 Golden
Hill St. ESeven rooma snd bath. En=
quire of owner, 441 Washington Ave.

T3I*1tt o

FOR SALE.—Beautiful
hogany plano.
=old at ence,
S4¢ Notle Ave,

uprizht ma-
Will sacrifice $100 f
F. Rotch Pisno Co.,

TiOteo °

FOR SALE—Block of 40 rooms, rent
for %1335 per year. Good paying
property and a widow can't take care
of same. Address Farmer office.

T2tfa

TYPEWRITING — Mimeographing,
Notary Public. Sears. 105 Moiga Blag,
" tfo

ad

{TO RENT.—Desk room with roll to

desk. 418 Warner Bullding, ‘

'S = e

BRIDGEFPORT Hourecleaning Bureay
Ashes, rubbish removed, 483 New-
fleld avenue. Telephone 1316-5. Raiph
L. Miller, Prop. G 2 tra

piano. Neariys neuir:; In very fine e
condition. $150. tuey payments if | po SALE.—Single h . R
desired. The M. Steinert & Sons Fz_v.g‘d bargzin. %.cnvcog'?ur7n§?:n::
Co., 915 Muin street. T 21 u* Farmer Office. HaT*1f ¢
FOR SALE~—Handsome uprizht| FOR SALE.—Here is a chance to mnk:
piano in mahogany cnse, latest money. 4 family house, 20 roums
style, with mandolin attachment, rents $3500 per year. Leave your ad-
£175. Stelnert’s guarantee. Ensy dress at Farmer Publishing C) of-:
payments if desired. The M, Stelnert fice. Hi*tf o
& Sons Co., 915 Main street =
T3 u-?®* WANTED—Eight good trimmers ' fo:

NOTICE.

1 desire to Inform my friends and
the publle generally at hereafter 1T
will be found at MaPtin Horschler's
tonsorial parlors under the bank, Wall
and Mnin streets, where my former
customers will find their cups. To
my former patrons I desire to ex-
press my gratitude and hope to meet

them at my present place of business,
Skl “AL™ 'ngxxmxa-

Interior work to g0 (o Rhinebeek
N. Y.. John Gough, §39 Railroad ave.
nue,, Clty. T 15 d%e

PIANOS FOR SALE —25 will be splé,
at a saving of $135.00. Chickering
Bros=. Steinway, McPhall, R, 8 How
ard, Milton. alfo piano playvers. w;

have planos as low as $80.00.
payments If . desired.

of anything was

o

o

&)




